
 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENT RESEARCHED AND COMPILED BY JOHN BROS -  2024  



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PASTORS 

UNION CHURCH ï WASHINGTON AVE & FAULKNER ST. 

Presbyterian, Methodist, Protestant Episcopal, & Baptist Churches attended 

Rev. Charles Grandison Selleck 04/26/1875 to 02/10/1884 (Deceased) 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ï CORONADO BEACH -1926 TO 1933 

Rev. Everett H. Sperow         01/04/1926 to 04/01/1926 

Rev. Edward F. Morse  11/09/26 to 05/27 

Rev. J. W. Parkhill   10/27 to 3/31/29 

Rev. Frank M. Palmer   11/29 to 10/30 

Rev. James L. Glenn   11/30 to 05/31 

Rev. Merlin Frederick Usner    10/15/31 to 6/29/33 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ï MAGNOLIA ST. - 1933 TO 1947 

Rev. Garrett V. Albertson                                  04/22/34 to 4/14/41  

Rev. Dr. W. N. Blair (Stated Supply)           12/04/41 ï 07/42 

Rev. Charles P. Foreman (Stated Supply)       08/42 ï 10/31/42 

Rev. H. A. Rhodes (Stated Supply)           11/05/42 ï 10/03/43  

Rev. Bruce J. Griffen (Stated Supply)          01/30/44 ï 05/31/44 

Rev. Robert B. Russell                              06/18/44 to 12/13/50 

COMBINED WITH THE CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH - 1947 to 01/3/53 

Rev. Karl E. Wickstrom (Stated Supply during Confederation) 1950 - 11/53 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH ï MAGNOLIA ST. - 1954 ï PRESENT 

Rev. Dr. Walter L. Ritter (Interim)        01/03/54 to 05/11/54 

Rev. Dr. Weaver Keith Eubank (04/11/17)    05/11/54 to 05/25/63 (deceased)  

Rev. W. Heston Milligan (06/ /47)                10/20/63 to 04/14/68 (resigned)  

Rev. Claud M. Cluney (06/15/52)                09/19/68 to 05/04/75 (resigned)  

Rev. Dr. William Chegwin (06/26/66)       07/04/1976 to 12/31/2002 (retired)  

Rev. David M. Keazirian (03/ /88)    07/01/04 to 02/19/15 (renounced jurisdiction)  

Rev. George T. Head (09/12/86)                02/25/18 to current  
 



Greetings from your Pastor! 

A man walked up to me at a new church in Chattanooga, Tennessee, and 
asked, ñYour name is Head?ò ñYes,ò I replied. ñWould that be the Kentucky 
Heads or the Indiana Heads?ò ñMy dad was born in Kentucky,ò I replied. He 
appeared to think about that and asked, ñWould that be the Owensboro Heads 
or the Louisville Heads?ò ñHe was from a small place outside Owensboro,ò I 
answered, wondering who this guy was and why he was asking so many 
questions. ñLetôs see, outside Owensboro, would it be Sargho?ò I was 
speechless. ñYes, he was born in Sargho.ò Then he said, ñWell then, welcome to 
our church. Themôs good people.ò Remember, we were in Chattanooga at the 
time, and I didnôt know this guy from Adamôs tomcat. He turned out to be an 
expert in this sort of thing and sought to know the history of people he got to 
know. 

Everything has a history. People, churches, everything. This man was trying to 
discover my history. They say that in the south, the first relevant question when 
meeting someone new is ñWho are your people?ò 

The booklet you have in your hand is an attempt to answer that question. On the 
occasion of our 150th Anniversary as a church, we are taking time to look back 
and understand better where we came from, who we have been, and celebrate 
Godôs work with and through us in the last 150 years. Itôs an opportunity to ask 
and answer, ñWho are your people? Where did we come from? What historical 
events shaped us?ò Then perhaps understand better where God is calling us in 
the future. 

John Bros has done extensive research, gleaning data, letters, pictures and 
more from archives, libraries and museums, as well as our own stored boxes of 
ñstuffò kept in dark closets. It was an heroic effort, and one I hope you will 
appreciate by reading and seeing the great pathway into our past. It is 
essentially a story of who the author is, God. 

Donald Creighton said, ñHistory is the record of an encounter between character 
and circumstance.ò 

In these pages you will find a record of both. The character of the church molded 
by God, and the circumstances we have been allowed to experience as God 
has called us into Ministry and Mission. 

I guess it comes down to this: Sometimes we as Christians need to stop along 
life's road and look back. Although it might have been winding and steep, we 
can see how God directed us by Godôs amazing grace and faithfulness. 

Enjoy this journey into our past.  

Pastor George Head 



 



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD I 

THE BEGINNING 

1875 - 1907 

1845: Florida admitted to the Union. 

ñJust as we read in the Bible about the challenges that the churches had in 

centuries past, so did our first Presbyterian Church struggle. But with Godôs 

blessing and guidance our church fathers prevailed and now 150 years later we 

give thanks for our church that stands strong in serving our community and each 

other in love, faith, and joy.ò Becky Bros 

The narrative of our First Presbyterian Churchôs history begins here: 

Early 1875:  ñRev. Charles Grandison Selleck, an 1827 Congregational minister 

graduate of Yale, was a home missionary who traveled on horseback to 

churches along a 30 mile area of the eastern seaboard, with three principal 

centers of operation, New Smyrna being one of them.ò (Rev. Selleck ultimately 

lived in Glencoe with his wife, Emily Crocker Selleck. The street they lived on 

was later named Selleck Avenue for him.)  

At the time, there were no churches in the New Smyrna area. Rev. Selleck 

decided to organize a church. The heirs of the John D. Sheldon Estate, led by 

his widow Jane, donated estate property for the first church in New Smyrna ñas 

a place of religious worship for the Presbyterians, the Methodists, the Protestant 

Episcopal, and the Baptist Churches.ò 

April 26, 1875: Excerpts from the Sales/Donation Document for the Property for 

the new Church are included below. The Document is from the Sheldon 

Research Library via The New Smyrna Museum of History: 

ñTHIS INDENTURE, made and entered into this twenty sixth day of April, A. D. 

one thousand eight hundred and seventy five, between Jane Sheldon, Martha F. 

Sheldon, Frank W. Sams, and Zelia Sams, heirs at law of the late John D. 

Sheldon, of the County of Volusia and State of Florida, parties of the first part, 

and Edmund K. Lowd, Rhodolphus Sheldon, Francis Fox, and Charles G. 

Selleck, as Trustees of a church to be used as hereafter named parties of the 

second part.ò 



ñWITNESSETH, that the said parties of the first part for and in consideration of 

the sum of one dollar, to them in hand paid by said parties of the second part, at 

and before the ensealing and delivery of these presents, the receipt whereof is 

hereby acknowledged, have granted, bargained, sold, aliened, remised, 

released, conveyed and confirmed and by these presents do grant, bargain, sell 

alien, convey and confirm unto the said parties of the second part as aforesaid, 

and their successors forever, All the following lot tract, or parcel of land lying and 

being in the County of Volusia, and the State of Florida, know and described as 

follows, all that certain plot of land in the Town of New Smyrna, bounded and 

described as follows, viz;ò. Document then describes an 80ô X 100ô parcel 

located on the southeast corner of Washington Ave. and Faulkner St., the 60ô 

side on Faulkner St.  (The documentôs description of the lot states ñé.which 

right angle (plot) line passes at a distance of (20) twenty feet southwesterly from 

the most westerly corner of a church now being erectedò.)  

Document continues: ñSaid lands and buildings thereon to be held by the said 

Trustees and their successors for the use of their inhabitants of New Smyrna as 

a place of religious worship for the Presbyterians, the Methodists, the Protestant 

Episcopal, and the Baptist churches, and to be used by any Minister of the 

aforesaid denominations who may be present at any time worship may be held.ò 

May - December 1875: ñThe plain white, rectangular 

frame church building with Gothic style windows and a 

hexagonal shaped belfry over the front entrance was 

completed by the first Sabbath in December.ò There are 

no known records detailing how the building was 

financed. But consider this; the first members of the 

church were wealthy.  The Sheldon family was local land 

owners, the Lowd family were local hotel and land 

owners, and William Coe, a close friend of Rev. Sellect, 

was the son of a Copper Baron. ñWilliam Coe had 

recently come to New Smyrna from Jacksonville mainly because Mr. and Mrs. 

Selleck lived there and wished very much for William and Deborah and family to 

come and make it their home. Rev. Selleck had married them in 1846 in Illinois. 

William then built his substantial home with his sons, and then built two other 

buildings for other parties.ò Thus, it seems reasonable to believe that Rev. 

Selleck had the financial and labor support to get the first church building in New 

Smyrna, Florida constructed.  



December 5, 1875:  ñOn the first Sabbath in December A. D. 1875, the 

following named persons, citizens of New Smyrna and vicinity, assembled in the 

church recently erected and the first and only building that had been set up in 

the place for religious worship, and organized themselves under the supervision 

of Rev. Charles G. Selleck, into a church. In addition to Rev. Selleck, the 

members were William and Deborah Coe, Emily Selleck, Jane Sheldon, and 

Victoria Lowd. Also present the following two named brethren, local preachers of 

the Methodist and Episcopal Church.ò It concluded: ñWe gave our solemn assent 

to the following Creed and covenant, and dedicated ourselves to the service of 

God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, desiring to be known by no other name 

than The Church of Christ.ò  

December 1875: From Robert Campbell WPA Documents #1 dated Nov. 6, 

1940: ñRecords of the Christ Congregational Church show they held their 

organizational meeting the first Sabbath in December 1875 in this building 

ñrecently erected and the first and only building that had been set up in the place 

for religious worshipò.ò Rev. Selleck was listed as their Pastor. 

From the website of The United Church of Christ, originally the Christ 

Congregational Church: ñIn December 1875 during the youthful days of New 

Smyrna Beach, a small band of spirit-led Christians, under the leadership of the 

Rev. Charles G. Selleck, met together to form a church which they called Christ 

Church. Their first place of worship was a one-room hall on the corner of 

Washington Ave. and Faulkner Street, the present site of the large Baptist 

Church diagonally across from our existing sanctuary. Membership totaled 16.ò It 

is now clear that The Church of Christ (Union) had five religious denominations 

worshiping from 1875. 

 

February 1876: Rev. Selleck wrote to the Presbyterian Presbytery of Austin, 

Texas: ñWe have dedicated our church edifice; though not yet completed, it is 

comfortable and pleasant. We organized a church of seven members, on which 

occasion sixteen sat down at the Lordôs Table. It was the first communion 

service of a Protestant church in this part of the land. We expect to have 

preaching here twice a month, Bible class and Sunday school every week.ò 

1876: The completed Church of Christôs white building, facing on Faulkner 

Street at the SE corner of Washington Ave, became generally known as the 

óUnion Churchô due to the ownership and usage by the four designated 



denominations. Each had an assigned Sunday service time, and the 

Presbyterians were at 9:00am.  

1877: ñThe Protestant Episcopal congregation first met in the home of Edmund 

Kirby Lowd (over a year after The Church of Christ started). The same year the 

congregation moved to the Church of Christ (Union or Community Church).ò  

May 1877: ñThe Presbyterian congregation was received into the South East 

Florida Presbytery, PC USA with the name appearing in General Assembly 

Minutes as ñCommunity Churchò after two Elders were elected, and appeared in 

the General Assembly Minutes each year from 1877-1884. One of the Elders 

was William Henry Coe, the founder of the hamlet of Glencoe in 1874. 

1879: Mrs. Jane Sheldon donated a bell to the Union Church that was salvaged 

from the Mississippi River Steamship ôThe Belle of Texasô, which was wrecked 

on the beach just north of the Turtle Mound.  

Octorber 1879: William Henry Coe died and was buried on the Church of 
Christôs property. He was later interned at the Hawkôs Park Cemetery (now 
Edgewater) at the churchôs request. 

1880: New Smyrna population was 119; Church membership averaged 12. 

February 10, 1884: Rev. Charles Grandison Selleck died at the age of 82 in 
Norwalk, Connecticut and buried there. 

1886: From Thomas Waldrup WPA Documents dated August 23, 1940:   
ñChurch of Christ (Union) members who adhered to the Methodist Episcopal 
faith secured the use of the town school house, and there a church was 
organized with 7 charter members. A year later, the First Methodist Episcopal 
Churchôs building was erected at 315 N. Faulkner St.ò  

March 1887: The Blue Spring, Orange City and Atlantic Railroad arrived in New 
Smyrna with the station located on Lytle Avenue. 

1887: The town of New Smyrna was incorporated. From the 1887 book titled 

óThe East Coast of Florida, ñlittle had changed with the Alden, Cook, Detwiler, 

and Wilson families maintaining residences on the peninsula (Coronado). On 

the mainland, it was estimated there were some 115 permanent residents 

occupying forty-one dwellings that dotted the New Smyrna landscape. A railroad 

depot, church, hotel, livery, school, and several commercial buildings supported 

the New Smyrna community.ò  



NOTED: Many of the following quotes about the early history of the Christ 

Church/Union Church were reported by Robert P. Campbell, an employee of 

The Works Project Administration (WPA) in 1940. He was doing a Historical 

Records Survey ï Church Inventory. He interviewed Mrs. Zilia Wilson Sweett, 

Great Granddaughter of John and Jane Sheldon, the Jane Sheldon that donated 

the land for the Union Church in 1875. The Campbell Documents #1 & #2 were 

found on the State of Florida website (floridamemory.com) in June & July, 2024 

while researching óThe Union Churchô, Mrs. Zilia Wilson Sweett, and Volusia 

County Presbyterian Churches. Thus, this historical information is a new and 

important addition to the Presbyterian Church of New Smyrnaôs history.  

Feb 18, 1889: From Robert Campbell WPA Documents #1 dated Nov. 6, 
1940: The Congregationalists left the Union Church, formed the Christ 
Congregational Church, ñtaking with them most of the Presbyteriansò and 
constructed a church building kitty-corner to the Union Churchôs property. 

Feb 18, 1889: From the Christ Congregational Churchôs Charter:       
Charles Melbourne Sellect, The Church of Christôs (Union) founderôs son, and 
Rodolphus S. Sheldon, one of the The Church of Christôs property donors, left 
with them and served on the committee to prepare a Constitution.    

1907: ñThe Protestant Episcopal congregation left the Church of Christ and 

moved into their newly completed St. Paul Protestant Episcopal Missionôs 

building at Palmetto and Downing Streets.ò 

1907: From Robert P. Campbell WPA Documents #1 dated Nov. 6, 1940:    
ñA mutually satisfactory arrangement was made by the several congregations 
involved, and the heirs of Jane Sheldon, and the Baptist Church bought the 
Church of Christôs property, moved the old church building to the back of the lot 
where it served as the Baptist Sunday School, and a Mission Baptist Church 
was built on the front. This arrangement officially ended The Church of 
Christ/óUnion Churchô.  

This period of the history of the Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna comes to 
an end.  

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD II 

THE HIATUS 

1907 - 1926 

1908 ï 1924: In the three narrative documents on the history of the church 

provided by the Edwards Felmet Family, Rev. Harry A. Rhodes, and 

Anonymous, and both Campbell Documents, no information is found about an 

organized Presbyterian Church in NEW Smyrna Beach from the 1890ôs through 

the first 25 years of the Twentieth Century. Contrary to that, there were records 

of the First Congregational Church over that same period detailed in the 

Campbell Documents. After ñmost of the Presbyterians joined the First 

Congregational Church in 1889ò and the Baptist Church bought the original 

church property in 1907, it is evident that an organized Presbyterian 

congregation had ceased to exist, maybe as early as 1889. Then óHappy New 

Year 1925ô arrived.    

This period of the history of the Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna comes to 
an end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD III 

THE REBIRTH 

1926 - 1933 

April 19, 1925: From The New Smyrna News dated April 24, 1925:          

ñThe Rev. Dr. John F. Shepherd of Eustis, executive head of the Presbyterian 

Church in the State of Florida gave a very fine sermon to an appreciative 

congregation at the regular hour, 9:30 am, Sunday. Dr. Shepherd is a personal 

friend of Mrs. Grace Garcee, and it was through her influence that the people 

here were fortunate enough to have the opportunity to hear him.ò   

January 4, 1926: ñThe second organization of the Presbyterian Church in 

New Smyrna came about as follows: Twelve (12) Presbyterians met in the 

home of Mrs. Grace Garcee. It was voted to ask Rev. Shepherd to engage the 

Rev. Everett H. Sperow to preach in the New Smyrna area for three (3) months. 

Mr. Sperow began his work on Jan. 10, 1926. He held Sunday services at 

Samsula in the morning and on Coronado Beach at (The Brann) Pavilion in the 

afternoon.ò 

March 14, 1926: From The New Smyrna News dated March 16, 1926: Three 

weeks before Easter Sunday, the local newspaper advertised ñChurch by the 

Seaò on Coronado Beach, and there the second congregation of the 

Presbyterian Church was effected by Rev. John F. Shepherd (with Rev. Everett 

H. Sperow), and the first service took place at óThe Brann Pavilionô. ñThere were 

twenty two (22) charter members who met at the Pavilion.  

 



April 26, 1926: ñWith land and financial support for the new church and religious 

education building having been donated by Mrs. Ella M. Detwiler, a building 

committee was appointed and during the summer the first unit of the proposed 

new church plant was begunò. Confirming the above in a 1999 letter, Mrs. Ruth 

Eichelberger, (joined First Presbyterian in 1960), wrote to the First Presbyterian 

church of New Smyrna Beach on Magnolia Street responding to requests for 

memories for their 125th anniversary: ñThe Detwiler family were supportive of 1st 

Church, gave a lot (property) and building support to the first First Presbyterian 

Church (USA) of New Smyrna Beach.ò 

June 17, 1926: From Robert P. Campbell WPA Documents #2 dated Nov. 9, 

1940: The Presbyterian Churchôs Charter, dated June, 14, 1926, Charter File 

No. 16668, was approved by the Judge of the Seventh Judicial Circuit in and for 

Volusia County, Florida and recorded in Book 5 Incorporations, page 425.ò ñThe 

name of this corporation shall be THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

U.S.A. of New Smyrna Beachò. Corporation # is 74-16-NP-701409. 

November 9, 1926: Rev. Edward F. Morse was installed as the first permanent 

pastor and served until the spring of 1927. 

1926: The First Presbyterian Church became a Mission Church. That is, it 

received aid from the Board of National Missions to help pay the Pastorôs salary. 

Pastors were supplied by The Board of Foreign Missions of the Presbyterian 

Church in the USA located in New York. 

November 10, 1926: Bryan Memorial Bible School was approved by the Synod.  

Early 1927: The First Presbyterian Church 

building, located on E 3rd Ave. on Coronado 

Beach was dedicated in early 1927. According to 

Rev. Harry A. Rhodesô 1943 narrative, the church 

was located on ñthe right side of the road 

proceeding east from the south bridge and 

beyond the flower shopò. The flower shop was 

Mussonôs Florist, which was located across the 

street from a building (originally an auto service station) that in 1946 became 

Norwoodôs Restaurant.  ñAnd beyond the flower shopò places the church in the 

area between the Dunkin Donuts located at 441 E 3rd Ave. and Starbucks 

located at 491 E 3rd Ave.  



Confirming Rev. Rhodesô narrative about the new churchôs location, Mrs. Ruth 

Eichelberger wrote in her 1999 letter: ñIt went dark and when reactivated at a 

location off east end of South Causeway Bridge, again gifts were given to the 

churchò.  

1927: The construction and dedication of the Religious Education Building for 

the Bryan Memorial Bible School was completed by the Synodôs committee. 

1931:  The Bryan Memorial Bible School closed and was ñsold to Dr. Fred Lewis 

Pattee and his wifeò for $1400.  The Patteeôs later ñdonated the building to 

Rollins Collegeò, who renamed it óThe Pelican Houseô. Photos show a sign on 

the north end of the building with the words ñRollins College Beach House, The 

Pelicanò, and Pelicans on each end facing the center. 

1931: From Robert P. Campbell WPA Documents #2 dated Nov. 9, 1940: 

ñDwindling of the Winter Colony (a result of the depression?) caused a decline 

of the church with attendant financial difficulties.ò Majority of the congregation 

lived on the mainland. 

October 15, 1931: Rev. Merlin Frederick Usner, a 1930 graduate of Princeton 

Theological Seminary, became Pastor of The First Presbyterian Church of New 

Smyrna on Coronado Beach.  

1932-1933: During Rev. Usnerôs pastorate, Presbyteryôs Committee on National 

Missions made a survey of the New Smyrna field and recommended that the 

beachside site be given up and that the church be relocated across the river in 

the town of New Smyrna. This was done and a temporary meeting place was 

secured in the old City Hall at the corner of Live Oak and Lytle Sts. ñThe church 

property (on 3rd Ave.) was sold and converted into a private residence.ò 

1933: The Coronado Beach based First Presbyterian Church had 6 pastors in 7 

years, the last being the Rev. Merlin Frederick Usner. 

June 29, 1933: ñPastor Usner left on this date for his vacation in July. He never 

returned and so far as we know, no one knew that he was not coming back.ò 

The city needed the meeting room for other purposes, and services were 

discontinued as there was no place to worship. 

This period of the history of the New Smyrna Presbyterian Church comes to an 

end. 

 



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD IV 

THE MAGNOLIA 

1933 - 1947 

September 1933: An effort was made by the pastor of the West Palm 

Presbyterian Church and the Secretary of the of the Board of Missions of the 

Congregational Church to unite the Congregational and Presbyterian churches 

of New Smyrna Beach. Articles of Federation were agreed upon at a meeting 

with only four (4) members of the Presbyterian Church present. 

November 7, 1933: ñThe third organization of the First Presbyterian Church of 

New Smyrna Beach came about as follows: ñHowever, after all had returned 

from summer vacation, the members of the church met at the home of Mr. and 

Mrs. C.A.E. Asendorf, and decided not to do the Federation. They drew up a 

request to the S. E. Florida Presbytery and the Synod of Florida asking that a 

moderator be appointed for the church and that the $1400 from the sale of the 

school building be made available to start construction on the Magnolia Street 

property donated by Mr. & Mrs. William H. Berger.ò  

November 24, 1933: Rev. Garrett V. Albertson was appointed moderator and a 

Building Committee was appointed with Mr. George Speidel as chairman. Rev. 

Albertsonôs ñSilent Partnerò donated $1400 to replace the requested $1400 that 

had already been designated by Presbytery for the ñYoung Peopleôs 

Organization of Florida. 

December 13, 1933: The óMagnolia Streetô Sanctuary construction began on the 

north lot of the four donated lots. 

March 11, 1934: First Presbyterian Churchôs third church building, located at 

507 Magnolia Street, completed in 3 months by Mr. George Speidel and several 

church members, was dedicated free of debt. 

Rev. Garrett V. Albertson became pastor of the 

third congregation of The First Presbyterian 

Church of New Smyrna Beach and the first 

service took place. Pastor Albertson served 

until March 31, 1941. Five pastors supplied the 

pulpit until 1947/48.  



1934: The new church was located on a main thoroughfare. ñOld U.S. Route 1 

went North on Magnolia, West on Canal, then North again on Orange Street.ò 

1935: ñThe old building (Union Church) stood until 1935, when it was torn down 

and rebuilt on the corner of Enterprise Ave. and Cottonshed Ave, to be used by 

the Methodist Episcopal Church.ò The bell salvaged from the Mississippi River 

Steamship ôThe Belle of Texasô served for many years as the Townôs fire bell. 

1937: ñDuring Rev. Albertsonôs ministry, the church was once again indebted to 

his ñSilent Partnerò who provided $750 for the construction of the religious 

education and social activities building.ò 

1940: New Smyrnaôs population was 4402. 

1942: Rev. Harry A. Rhodes, a Mission Pastor, became the Stated Supply 

Pastor and served for one year, November 11, 1942 to October 5, 1943. In 

1943, the Presbytery requested each church to provide a history of their 

congregation. Rev. Rhodes compiled a 5 page narrative that provided valuable 

information about the early days of the church. 

1947: ñNew Smyrnaò became ñNew Smyrna Beachò when the city annexed 

Coronado Beach. 

August 20, 1947: The congregations of the New Smyrna Beach Presbyterian 

and Congregational churches had become small and the town was 

òover-churchedò. First Presbyterian voted 13 to 11 to become óFederatedô, acting 

under the agreed to óArticles of Agreement of the Federated Churchô, to meet 

and work together ñthat the Kingdom of God might better be servedò. 

This period of the history of the New Smyrna Presbyterian Church comes to an 

end.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD V 

THE FEDERATION 

1947 - 1953 

 

1947 - 1953: The Presbyterian and Congregational churches retained their 

denominational identity throughout the time the Federation existed and separate 

services were held at the United Church of Christ Congregational Church 

located on the northwest corner of Washington Ave. and Faulkner Street. 

Finances and all revenue from both denominations were under the control of the 

Federationôs Board of Directors in a single account. First Presbyterian 

maintained ownership of the Magnolia Street property during this period, 

although the pews had been sold for $400 to provide funds to maintain the 

buildingôs roof. ñDuring the time of the Federation, the church became self-

supporting and no longer needed Mission aidò 

1950: New Smyrna Beach population was 5775. 

November 4, 1953: Trustees of the Presbytery of Southeast Florida, having met 

with the Presbyterian congregation of the Federated church on October 18th, 

presented four recommendations to the Presbytery at its West Palm Beach 

meeting pertaining to the future of the congregation. The Presbytery adopted 

these recommendations, as follows: ñThe $35 monthly rent from the Manse be 

redirected for improvements to the empty Magnolia St. Sanctuary; Do not sell or 

rent the Magnolia property; Because of the constantly recurring unrest and 

dissatisfaction of the Presbyterians in the Federated church, we recommend 

The Federated Church Presbyterians return to Magnolia St. and re-establish 

their separate Presbyterian Church; Cancel the Terms of the Federation or 

rewrite it to recognize the current status.ò As there was no Presbyterian Pastor 

for the Federated Presbyterian Congregation, the Trustees appointed Rev. E. A. 

Finn as Moderator of the Session 

November 20, 1953: ñMeeting and acting under the Articles of Agreement of the 

Federated Church, the members of the Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna 

Beach did overwhelmingly vote to withdraw from the Federated Church and to 

re-establish the activities of this church in this communityò  



December 3, 1953: ñThe Joint Committee of the Federated Church moderated 

by Dr. Tuttle, of the Florida Congregational Christian Conference, and with Rev. 

E. A. Finn from the Southwest Presbytery and Moderator of the Session, voted 

that the dissolution of the Federated Church would be effective as of December 

31, 1953, with joint efforts ceasing as of that date forward.ò 

This period of the history of the New Smyrna Presbyterian Church comes to an 

end. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HISTORY OF THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

PERIOD VI 

THE RETURN HOME 

1953 - CURRENT 

January 3, 1954: The fourth organization of the New Smyrna Presbyterian 

Church came about as follows: ñThe first service of the newly reconstituted 

independent First Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna Beach was held with 

Interim Pastor, The Rev. Dr. Walter L. Ritter, delivering the message. The 

congregation of 41 members, which included members returning from the 

Federated Church, were sitting on chairs borrowed from a local funeral home as 

the pews had been sold to provide funds to repair the Sanctuaryôs roofò. Rev. Dr. 

Ritter served as interim pastor until May 1954. A memberôs Mother donated 

money to paint the outside of the church and it was painted white.  

January 1954: During the five (5) year duration of the Federation, only $250, 

(which came from Federationôs funds) was spent on the Magnolia Sanctuary, 

and that was for the purchase of pews. Thus the reason for the degradation of 

the building. ñFor the purpose of restoring the rundown condemned Sanctuary, 

and for its maintenance and upkeep, a Presbyterian Building Fund was 

established.ò ñBecause we were considered a ónewô church by the Presbytery, 

the church was given a $1500 grant by the Synod. The funds were used to 

refinish the floors, paint the walls of the Sanctuary, install pews, and redecorate 

and furnish the Manse.ò 

February 6, 1954: ñThe Clerk (of Session) reported that upon recommendation 

of Dr. Ritter, Moderator, and Dr. W. K. C. Thomson, Chairman Committee 

Ministerial Relations, Southeast Presbytery, that he had contacted Dr. Weaver 

Keith Eubank, Pastor of the Ninth Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia, Pa. by 

telephone. That on behalf of this church invited Dr. and Mrs. Eubank to come to 

New Smyrna Beach on February 21, 1954, with Dr. Eubank to conduct the 

Sabbath Services on that date.ò  

February 17, 1954: Congregational meeting nominated a five (5) member 

Pastor Nominating Committee. 



February 28, 1954: Congregational meeting to consider the Nominating 

Committeeôs report as follows: ñWe, the Nominating Committee, being on 

sufficient grounds, well satisfied with the ministerial qualifications of the Rev. 

Weaver K. Eubank, D.D. do hereby unanimously recommend him to this 

congregation for election as Pastor.ò (signed Jack M. Cole, Secretary). The 

congregational vote was unanimous.  

April 20, 1954: Although the dissolution of the Federated Church would be 

effective as of December 31, 1953, the equitable settlement of the joint 

properties and monies had not been resolved. At the Presbytery meeting on this 

date, The Board of Trustees of the Southeast Presbytery recommended in item 

3: ñWhereas: Six or seven attempts were made in conference with the State 

Superintendent of Congregational Churches of Florida, to make an equitable 

settlement of the property and money held by the Federated Church of New 

Smyrna Beach; and Whereas: All these attempts resulted in failure to agree on a 

fair distribution of such property and money, therefore we recommend to 

Presbytery that we leave the final distribution of the property and money entirely 

in the hands of the State Superintendent of Congregational Churches of Florida; 

to give to the Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna Beach what share of the 

property and money now held in the name of the Federated Church to which he 

feels they, in the name of Christ and in His spirit, are entitled.ò The 

recommendation was adopted. 

April 26, 1954: Included in the churchôs extensive file on the Federation 

Dissolution, the final communication on the dissolution issue came from Mr. E. 

A. Finn, Presbyteryôs Stated Clerk, to Rev. William N. Tuttle from the Florida 

Congregational Christian Conference, informing Mr. Tuttle of the Presbyteryôs 

Board of Trustees adopted recommendation.  

May 11, 1954: Dr. ñWeaver Keith Eubank became the first 

permanent Pastor of the newly reconstituted independent First 

Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna Beach. Mrs. Grace Eubank 

ñbecame a strong leader, worked with the church children, and 

taught Latin at the high school.ò  

1954: Modern óPresbyterian Women Associationô chapter was 

established. 



June 1955: Purchased the building just north of the church for Sunday school 

classes and a Church Office. 

1957: Program started to raise $25,000 to renovate the Education Center; pay 

the mortgage; and for a New Sanctuary Building. 

1960: New Smyrna Beach population was 8781. Church membership was 398. 

1960: New property adjacent to the parking lot was purchased and named 

Magnolia House. 

September 28, 1960: Ground was broken on the south lot of the Magnolia 

property on September 28, 1960 for the churchôs new Sanctuary Building to 

replace the original Magnolia Street Sanctuary dedicated in 1934. Mr. J. H. 

Cunningham donated all the brick for the 

Sanctuary building. 

March 12, 1961:  Dr. Eubank dedicated the new 

Sanctuary Building, our current Sanctuary. The 

architect was Mr. Henry Whitworth of Winter Park, 

Florida, and the contractor was Mr. W. S. Martin of 

Cocoa Beach, Florida. Contract amount for 

construction was $74,226. At the dedication, Mr. 

Whitworth gave the church a seven foot Celtic 

cross to hang over the communion table. As of 

June, 2024, that cross hangs in Eubank Hall on the 

back wall of the platform.  

May 25, 1963:  Dr. Eubank died just prior to his planned retirement from First 

Presbyterian Church of New Smyrna Beach. 

October 20, 1963: Rev. Heston Milligan was installed as pastor. 

March 12, 1967: The New Education Building with Eubank Hall, the Robinson 

Memorial Chapel and the Albertson Memorial Library was dedicated. 

August 1968 ï July 1976: The pulpit was supplied by six (6) pastors during this 

period. 

April 1973: The new church Carillonôs were donated by the family of Anton 

ñTonyò H. Boll and dedicated to ñThe Glory of God and the Service of Man in 

Loving Memory of Antonò. There is a plaque in the Sanctuaryôs Narthex. 



1975: Stained glass windows installed in the Chancel. 

July 4, 1976: Dr. William Chegwin became Pastor. 

1979:  Church membership had outgrown the Sanctuaryôs main floor 308 seat 

capacity, so chairs were setup in the aisles. Worship was moved to Eubank Hall 

(including the pews) while a balcony was added to the Sanctuary to seat an 

additional 100. 

1983: William Mitchel Newman, from Michigan, formalized the church memberôs 

weekly menôs volunteer building and grounds maintenance group and it was 

named Newmanôs Crewmen. That group, now Newmanôs Crew for men and 

women, continues today, 2024. 

September 4, 1990: The 611 Magnolia Street home property, built in 1941, was 

purchased for $100,000 from Edna & Joe Vick of Danville, Kentucky to be used 

for Church ministries. 

2000: ñA large garage was constructed on the 611 Magnolia property in total by 

Newmanôs Crewmen to house all the maintenance equipment stored throughout 

the church and the church van.ò The building was dedicated in loving memory of 

Bill Newman, who had died in 1998 before the building was completed. 

December 4, 2001: Rev. William Chegwin retires after serving as pastor for 25 

years, the longest serving pastor for the First Presbyterian Church of New 
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2001 - 2004: Rev. Beverly Richardson (12/4/2001 - 8/1/2002) and Dr. Robert E. 

Palmer (8/1/2002 ï 6/2/2004) served as interim pastors. 

July 1, 2004: Rev. David M. Keazirian was installed as pastor. 

2009: Celebrate Recovery Chapter established. 

February 21, 2015: Rev. David M. Keazirian his Pastorship. 

July 12, 2015: Rev. Robert Ward was installed as interim pastor and served 

until September 22, 2017. 

September 2017: Rev. Robert Anderson served as a bridge pastor from 

September 2017 until December 2017. 

February 25, 2018: Rev. George Head was installed as pastor. 

Spring 2018: Bicycle Ministry was established by Chuck Nighswonger to 

refurbish donated used bicycles that were then donated to various charities and 

schools as needs were identified. 

2021: The Presbyterian Women Association chapter was re-activated.   

2022: PB&J (Peanut Butter & Jelly) was organized to provide a lunch twice a 

week to the homeless in the area. 

June 2024: Church membership is 163. 

The following is an excerpt from óHistory of the New Smyrna Beach Presbyterian 

Churchô written by the churchôs pastor, Rev. Harry A. Rhodes in 1943: 

ñThe growth and development of the church has been interrupted by a change of sites 

and of organization. At times there has been dissension. Quite a number of its former 

members are still resident in New Smyrna Beach and vicinity. Some of them are 

members of other churches. However, the church has been a means of grace to many. 

It has been served by able ministers of the Word. Letters from former members tell of 

their affection for the church and happy memories of its fellowship. It is the only 

Presbyterian church in the city and no other nearer than Daytona Beach, Deland, and 

Titusville. Someday the New Smyrna Church will be self-supporting and have a large 

new church building. Then the members will say, ñOthers have labored and we have 

entered into their labors.ò Meanwhile, the church in each period of its history serves its 

own generation. Each year there will be, in New Smyrna, a large number of winter 

residents whose presence and help are always much appreciated. May the Word be 

always truly preached and taught as in the past, and may leaders of the Lordôs own 

choosing be raised up to carry on the work with ever increasing power and 



momentum. May the Lord add daily (weekly, yearly) to the New Smyrna Beach 

Presbyterian Church ñsuch as should be saved.ò 

NOTED: Many of the quotes on the early history of the óUnion Churchô were 

reported by Robert P. Campbell, an employee of The Works Project 

Administration (WPA) in 1940, doing a Historical Records Survey ï Church 

Inventory. He interviewed Mrs. Zilia Wilson Sweett, Great Granddaughter of 

John and Jane Sheldon, the Jane Sheldon and family that donated the land for 

the Union Church in 1875. Mr. Campbellôs Documents #1 can be found at this 

website: https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/252151?id=1 

Robert P. Campbell, from the Works Project Administration (WPA), completed a 

second Historical Records Survey ï Church Inventory covering The First 

Presbyterian Church from 1926 to 1940. He interviewed 5 officers of the church, 

Mr. & Mrs Speidel, Miss Francis & Miss Sarah Seaton, and Mrs. H. L. Houghton. 

Several quotes from that survey were included. Mr. Campbellôs Documents #2 

can be found at this website: https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/252111  

Steve Waldrup, from the Works Project Administration (WPA), completed 

surveys of the Methodist and Episcopal Churches. 

Many other quotes are from Rev. Harry A. Rhodesô document dated May 19, 
1943, Stated Pastor at NSB Presbyterian Church for one year, Nov.1942-Oct. 
1943, the Edwards Felmet Family, Anonymousô narrative history documents, and 
research on Ancestry.com. 

Linda Hulvershorn of The New Smyrna Museum of History provided access to 
their records on local church history, and copies of several documents were 
obtained. 

Several photographs are from History of New Smyrna Beach, Florida 
publications provided by our church member Jim Kennedy. 

The New Smyrna Beach Library, The Library of Congress, The Central 
Presbyterian Presbytery of Florida, and Ancestery.comôs findagrave.com. 

Excerpts of ñMemoriesò from the NSB Presbyterian Churchôs ñCelebrating 125 
years serving God and Communityò 1875 ï 2002 Booklet publication. 

Redfin Realty for an airborne photo of Magnolia St. that included the church. 

Charles Henry Coeôs document about his father, William Coeôs relationship with 
Rev. Selleck 

ñFounded in Faith: Two New Smyrna Beach Congregations turn 140ò from the 

https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/252151?id=1
https://www.floridamemory.com/items/show/252111


2015 Daytona Beach News Journal Article by Sandra Frederick, Correspondent 

CONTENT RESEARCHED & COMPILED IN 2024 BY JOHN L. BROS 

CONTRACT FOR THE óCHURCH OF CHRISTô PROPERTY 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



ROBERT CAMPBELLôS 1940 WPA NSB PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH SURVEY 
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